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...Omitted... 

[00411 Fig. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a method of changing the recording 
day in order to record the program the next time only, in order to address 
the second request mentioned above. In S 15, it is determined whether or 
not a reservation is made for the next week. K Yes. the reservation for the 
next week is made in S16. Fig. 7 (a) shows a screen used by the 
reservation-by-information method, the screen used for making the 
reservation for the next week. (The term "reservation-by-information 
method" refers to a method of making a reservation for recording of a 
program by means of program informat ion which is recorded on a tape 
together with the program being reproduced by the user.) 
[0042] If No in step S15, a reservation is made for the next day following 
Sl7 and the subsequent steps. Fig. 7 (b) shows a reservation-by- 
information screen for making the reservation for the next day. In order 
to make the reservation for the next day, program information (recorded 
together with the program on a tape) is first checked to find the recording 
time of the program. If the recording time is out of the late-night period, 
display of Tuesday-Saturday reservation and Tuesday-Sunday reservation 
corresponding respectively to Monday-Friday reservation and Monday- 
Saturday reservation is inhibited in S 18. If the recording time is within 
the late-night period, display of Monday-Friday reservation and Monday- 
Saturday reservation corresponding respectively to Tuesday-Saturday 
reservation and Tuesday-Sunday reservation is inhibited in S 19. In this 
way, setting error is prevented. In S20, it is checked if the recording day 
of the week is within the corresponding period of reservation days. Any 
day out of this period is inhibited from being displayed in S2 1. Setting 
error is further prevented accordingly. In S22, the program information is 
checked to find if the recording day is the last day of the week in the 
corresponding period of reservation days. If No, the reservation is set for 
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the next day in S23. If Yes. the reservation is made for the first day in the 
period of days in S24. 

[0043] After the reservation is made for the next week in S16, or for the 
next day in S23 or S24, it is determined in S25 whether or not the present 
time precedes the next broadcast time of the program. If No, a warning is 
given in S26. In this case, there is a high possibility that the broadcast of 
the program to be recorded the next time is not the next broadcast of the 
program which is now being reproduced, and there may be some broadcasts 
between the current broadcast and the broadcast to be recorded next. 
Then, the warning is displayed in order to induce the user to check if the 
user makes some mistake. 

[0044] In this way, a reservation may be made for every week, next week 
and the next day through the same information screen. For the program 
information shown in Figs. 5 and 7, for example, one of the eight patterns, 
i.e.. every week, every day, Monday-Friday, Monday-Saturday, next week, 
next day. Monday-Friday (next Monday), and Monday-Saturday (next 
Saturday) may be selected. According to the reservation-by-information 
method of the second embodiment as discussed above, only one item may be 
set and one of the eight recording-day patterns may be selected, which 
facUitates the way in which the reservation is made as compared with the 
conventional method. In addition, any reservation for recording on any 
day which would results in setting error is inhibited, and thus possible 
errors are reduced. 
[0045] Third Embodiment 

According to the reservation-by-information method, a reservation is 
made for recording of the program which is being reproduced. As 
broadcast programs are often changed every couple of months, it is possible 
that broadcast of the program now being reproduced by the user has 
already been terminated, which means the reservation could erroneously be 
made for this program. According to the third embodiment, the recording 
date is checked for the reservation-by-information method. Specifically, a 
warning is displayed or a reservation for recording is inhibited if the 
recording date in the program information differs from the present time by 
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a specified period or more, in order to avoid any reservation error. 
[0046] Fig. 8 shows an exemplary flowchart regarding the warning display 
and reservation inhibition that are part of the reservation-by-information 
method. The steps from S 1 to S3 and the steps from S4 are similar to 
those of the first or second embodiment. The flowchart in Fig. 8 is now 
described. A reservation-by-information screen is displayed in S3. Then, 
the difiference between the date in the program information and the present 
time is determined in S27. If the difference exceeds one year, a warning is 
indicated to end the reservation setting mode and thus the reservation for 
recording is inhibited. If the difference is shorter than one year, the 
difference between the date in the program information and the present 
time is determined in S28. If the difference exceeds three months, a 
warning is indicated in S29 to induce the user to check whether or not the 
broadcast of the program has already been terminated, since the program 
was broadcast at least three months ago. If the difference is shorter than 
three months, a reservation is made for recording in S4. 
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